The fluctuations in 1958 and 1961 were due to serial infections caused by certain promiscuous persons before the detection of their disease. These small epidemics were encouraged by the fact that contact-tracing could not detect the infectious persons quickly enough. An example of the chain-like spread of infection is illustrated in the Figure  ( opposite), which shows that thirteen direct infections in 28 contacts at risk were caused by one infected person, and that from five of these thirteen a further twelve serial infections were detected, 'making 25 cases in all.
In the evaluation of the different methods of control, primary importance is attached to direct contact-tracing, and also to the follow-up examination of persons at risk in the families and neighbourhood of infected persons. Screening examinations are also necessary, but their usefulness lies mainly in the detection of latent cases and in the prophylaxis of prenatal syphilis.
A short period of hospitalization for penicillin treatment during the time of infectivity followed by appropriate out-patient treatment to prevent relapses is important. Our results with penicillin in the course of 13 years, were recently reported at the congress in Zurich.
Tracing of Sex Contacts
In Hungary direct contact-tracing is carried out by the dispensaries for venereal diseases, coordinated since 1953 by a central contact-tracing organization. The improvement in our results is shown in the annual ratio of detected infectious contacts related to recent cases, expressed as a percentage (Table II) . 
